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For your reference, here is the link to the school calendar (CLICK A-F Day Calendar). If school

is closed due to inclement weather, we will follow the letter day listed on the calendar.

We are excited to share that Ms. Klink, Library/Media Specialist, will return from her leave of

absence on Monday, January 26.

Use the links below to purchase a yearbook.

STUDENTS IN GRADES PK-3

STUDENTS IN GRADE FOUR

ALL orders are due by February 6, 2026.

With Valentine’s Day approaching, students are invited to safely participate in this enjoyable

childhood tradition. Students may send their classmates cards. Please do not send any kind of

food or candy. Some safe alternatives include cards with tattoos, pencils, stickers, erasers, etc. If

you send in food or candy with the cards, this will be sent back home with your child. Your

cooperation in keeping our students and staff safe is appreciated!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HZa_Momr564sWDDK_RloHCV63BbvADW8pV9EYCsjwnU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcDVTPQHfvp8rnNJ9qlM-KYfF_6IA8M-LqNSzof6tyU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bQKaolOJgYZ0qhVpjnlQZ6efP9ANxnng3xj-60C4HSE/edit?usp=sharing
https://hillside.closterschools.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mz2eVVmyIpGuC01LvoD-hGrq2pzLGrpu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1wUFyfHztX8EniBBU39xTZoyfTaDMWx/view?usp=sharing


During the year, you will find information about what our students are learning in Music, Physical

Education, Art, Spanish, Science, STEM and Library.

From Ms. Iyo, STEM Teacher

Grade 4 – “I Challenge Thee to a Joust!” & Tynker

Fourth graders used the engineering design process to design and build jousting vehicles. Teams

tackled two challenges: creating a lance to pop an opponent’s balloon and protecting their own

balloon from being popped. After planning, building, and testing, each class will hold a tournament

to determine the winning design. Students are also strengthening their programming skills with

Tynker, which they can access through their individual ClassLink accounts.

Grade 1 – Blue-Bots & ScratchJr

First graders are designing mazes and programming Blue-Bots to navigate from start to finish

without hitting walls. Next month, students will transition to ScratchJr on iPads, where they will

create and program their own interactive stories. ScratchJr is a free app that can be downloaded

on home devices.

The nurse’s office is in need of gently used children’s clothing. All sizes are welcome. Clothing is

kept on hand in case a student needs a change of clothes while at school.

by Ms. Zanin, Assistant Principal (zanink@nvnet.org)

Families of students eligible for our Academic Assistance Program received invitations last week.

If you received an invitation and have not yet completed the form, please do so as soon as

possible.

For planning purposes, please note that the program will run on Tuesdays and Thursdays from

February 2 through April 30, from 3:20–4:20 p.m. If you have questions regarding your child’s

recommendation, please contact your student’s teacher directly. For general questions about the

program, feel free to reach out to me at zanink@nvnet.org.

During the week of January 19th, our students learned about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in their

classrooms. In ICARE, students participated in a school-wide service activity in Dr. King’s honor

called “Acts That Shine”. Students learned about kindness and service through an ICARE

presentation and were invited to participate in small acts of kindness and service at school and at

home. To celebrate their efforts, each student shared one meaningful act by writing or drawing it

https://www.scratchjr.org/
https://hillside.closterschools.org/Our-School
mailto:zanink@nvnet.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oa1hRmlPSSde5r9aUUCl5IpJUTFTAxNU/view?usp=sharing


on a classroom star. These stars are currently being displayed in our hallways as a visual reminder

that when each student does something kind and helpful, our whole community shines brighter.

Parent Tip: Eyes Up, Phones Down

Children notice when they have our full attention and those moments help them feel valued, safe,

and understood. Research shows that when parents frequently use their phones during

conversations or playtime, children may feel more frustrated or disconnected. Putting phones

away during everyday moments like meals, homework, or play sends a powerful message: you

matter to me. These small, device-free moments help strengthen connection, build empathy, and

support positive behavior at home.

Source: Effects of Parents’ Smartphone Use on Children’s Emotions, Behavior, and Subjective Well-

Being

1/30- Lunar New Year assembly

2/3- AAP begins (through April 30)

2/16-20- Winter Recess, school closed

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11764600/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11764600/?utm_source=chatgpt.com




If you are utilizing the active drop-off/pick-up lane, you must

remain in your vehicle.

We kindly ask for your cooperation in parking only in

designated parking spaces. In the upper loop, double parking

has resulted in staff vehicles being blocked, creating an unsafe

situation. The only approved parking spaces in this lot are

those numbered 95 and above. Your cooperation is essential

to keeping our school community safe.

For safety and security reasons, if/when you need to pick up

your child early, you must first report to the main office so the

child can be called down. Parents should not go directly to the

classroom to retrieve their child (for example, during a classroom celebration that ends before

3:15)

Ms. Dianne M. Smith
Principal


